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To all Sections of 

ASSITEJ International  

(national centres and networks) 

 

 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS         13 May 2022 

 

 

DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange  

18-25 June 2023 in Marburg (Germany)  

 

Dear colleagues, 

we invite every ASSITEJ center and ASSITEJ network to nominate one director for participation in 
the DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange. A full week is dedicated to an exchange 
about directing in the performing arts for young audiences. You can meet other directors from all 
over the world, share your ideas, learn from other professionals and experience TYA in Germany.  

DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange, known globally also as the “International Direc-
tors’ Seminar”, takes place every other year. It addresses directors as independent artists in the field 
of TYA and it is open to all genres and forms of performing arts for young audiences.  

DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange wishes to address directors who have recently 
given new impulses and set new standards.  

 

In 2023 DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange will take 
place from June 18-25th 2023 at Hessisches Landestheater Marburg 
(HLTM) www.hltm.de.  

 

In 2023 the idea of hope and the way we actively construct our approach to the world around us will 
be the starting point of our work. It is inspired by the motto the host theatre has chosen for their 
season 2022/2023: 
 
CONSTRUCTION HOPE - KONSTRUKTION HOFFEN  
We use hope as a strategy to give us the courage we need to encounter the present and the potential 
futures we see. We decide to hope. We construct an idea of hope as a possibility, as an experiment, 
as an acknowledgment of not-knowing. We use hope as a basis for optimism, as an impetus for a 
better future. We need hope to deal with disappointments, doubts and failures on the way. While we 
construct a world around us we see a multitude of possibilities. The process is also an attempt of 
creating order. We wish, design and calculate and – again – we hope for the things we dream of to 
be or become real. 
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Children are true enthusiasts when it comes to constructing and building things. They concentrate 
hard and they compete with others in their ambitions to build higher, better or differently. They also 
accept failure and the necessity for a new start. In TYA, our perspectives and the children’s perspec-
tive meet in art.  
 
We invite directors to reflect on the way we construct different worlds on stage and how the idea of 
hope moves us and our audiences forward.  
 

About 25 directors from all over the world will come to Marburg. We will welcome all participants to 
bring their ideas and experience. We will enter into an exchange on how hope inspires our TYA 
practice. We will work in small groups that provide enough space and time to work practically and 
from different perspectives. Theatre performances by the host theatre and other companies in Mar-
burg as well as leisure activities will complete the week’s schedule. We are looking forward to an 
inspiring exchange! 

If you wish to find out more about colleagues from your country who have already participated in this 
exchange or find out more about participants of the past, you will find a list of all participants in the 
past here: https://www.assitej.de/fileadmin/assitej/_neue-webseite/PDF/Participants_Direc-
tors_Seminar_1976-2021.pdf.  

The working language of the seminar is English.  

ASSITEJ Germany and HLTM will bear the costs for accommodation, catering, theatre tickets and 
leisure activities for all participants. In general, we will assume that travel costs will be paid either by 
the participants themselves or by their respective national centre of ASSITEJ. Nonetheless we are 
willing to give support as far as we are able to do. 

Every ASSITEJ center or ASSITEJ network is invited to nominate one director to take part in 
DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange. Please send in their application including the 
signed application form, a current concise curriculum vitae and a letter of motivation by e-mail to 
ASSITEJ Germany (m.fechner@kjtz.de) no later than October 1st 2022. Please use the application 
form (https://www.kjtz.de/machform/view.php?id=21674). You will also find the form here: www.as-
sitej.de. 

 

For more details do not hesitate to contact Ms Meike Fechner (m.fechner@kjtz.de). 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Brigitte Dethier    Jutta M. Staerk  

Chair of ASSITEJ Germany  Vice-Chair of ASSITEJ Germany  

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS IN TYA – An International Exchange is supported by the Federal Department 
of Families, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth.  

 


